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Deflagration in exhaust pipe at Siltronic AG in Freiberg 

 

Germany, Freiberg, March 15, 2020 – A deflagration occurred in an exhaust pipe 

at the Siltronic plant in Freiberg on Saturday evening. The Freiberg fire brigade was 

alerted and 44 employees of the wafer production were evacuated. Neither people 

nor the clean room, which is important for wafer production, were injured. Production 

was largely able to restart that evening. 

 

Since hazardous substances are also used in the affected area, the investigation 

and hazardous goods train of the district of Central Saxony was alerted as a 

standard procedure. However, there was no danger to people or the environment at 

any time. The internal safety systems immediately switched off the affected 

equipment automatically. The adjacent Berthelsdorfer Strasse had to be temporarily 

closed by the police due to curious onlookers. 

 

A total of more than 100 fire brigade, district and police forces with around 30 

vehicles were on site. Siltronic is now investigating the cause of the deflagration. No 

information can be given about the extent of the damage. 

Contact: 

Ines Richter 
Communications Werk Freiberg 
Tel.: +49 (0)3731 278 7199 
E-Mail: ines.richter@siltronic.com 
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Company profile: 

Siltronic is one of the world's largest manufacturers of hyperpure silicon wafers and 
partner to many leading semiconductor companies. The company operates 
production sites in Asia, Europe and the USA. Siltronic develops and manufactures 
silicon wafers in diameters of up to 300 mm. Silicon wafers form the basis for modern 
microelectronics and nanoelectronics and are a key component in semiconductor 
chips driving computers, smartphones, navigation systems and many other 
applications. Siltronic AG employs around 3,600 people and is a stock-listed company 
in Germany (Prime Standard). Siltronic shares are included in the MDAX and 
TecDAX. 
 


